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Synopsis

In this Caldecott Honora “winning picture book, join Bartholomew Cubbins in Dr. Seussa ™s classic
tale of one kingd ™s magical mishap. Bored with rain, sun, fog, and snow, King Derwin of Didd
summons his royal magicians to create something new and exciting to fall from the sky. What he
gets is a storm of sticky green globs called Oobleck, which soon causes a royal mess. But with the
assistance of the wise page boy Bartholomew, the king (along with young readers) learns that the

simplest words can sometimes solve the biggest problems.
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Customer Reviews

The King of Didd loved to look into the sky. But he was increasingly unhappy with what he saw --
only rain, snow, fog, and sunshine. As a powerful king, he decided to change things so he could get
more.The book is a wonderful look at the perils of getting what you think you want, a great lesson
for children to learn at an early age. Unlike other Dr. Seuss books, this one is mostly in prose. The
color in the illustrations is limited to green to flesh out the oobleck. The drawings and the humor
though are first rate Dr. Seuss!Bartholomew is the King’s page boy, and the king’s source of

common sense. When the king decides to call in his magicians to create oobleck, Bartholomew’s



warnings are unheeded. Even the magicians give a warning, for they have never made oobleck
before and don’t quite know how it will turn out. Nevertheless, the king orders the magicians to go
ahead. When the first green drops hit, the king decides to declare a holiday.But soon there are
problems. Oobleck is very sticky! And it's coming down in ever increasing quantities. What do you
do?The resolution is a particularly good one, for it reinforces the moral that any willful thing we
decide to do can be undone if we unbend our will. (It also encourages good manners.)Reading this
book reminded me of when | was about five. | only liked to eat junk food. | begged my parents to
buy ever larger quantities. Finally, my mother said. "All right. You're in charge of buying food for
yourself this week. You'll have only that to eat." | stocked up on potato chips, candy, soft drinks, and
other wonderful snacks. By the fourth day, | couldn’t face any more junk food. | begged my mother
to take back the job of selecting food for me!
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